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A screening skin test with V.B.S. antigen was performed on 287 children under the age of
6 years in Tsushima, Sago and Nita area, Nagasaki Prefecture. Subsequently, stool examination for
parasite, blood cell count with differential analysis; measurement of serum total protein and history
taking were done on children who showed a positive skin test.
The results obtained are as follows :
The screening with VBS antigen skin test revealed 55 infants under the age of 3 years
showed all negative, of 43 infants of the age of 4 years, 2 positive and 2 doubtful positive
(9.3%), of 83 children of the age of 5years, 4 positive, 2 doubtful positive (7.2%), and of
58 children of the age of 6 years, 2 positive, 3 doubtful positive (8.6%).
This indicated that there of was no difference in prevalence between each age group except
for group under the age of 3 years.
The children in Nita area showed higher prevalance of positive skin test (7.5%) than the
children in Sago (3.6%).
Of those 21 children showed a positive skin test, stool examination for parasite ova revealed
2 positive for ova of paragonimus, 2 for ankylostom, 10 for ascaris and 1 for Metagonimus
Yokogawai.
By history taking, it was found that about half of the infants under the age of 2 years and
80% of children over the age of 4 years have an opportunity have contact with Eriocheir crab. It
wasfound also that contacting opportunity is slightly more frequent in Sago than Nita. (Author)
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